
SCIENCE IN THE EYFS 
INTENT STATEMENT

PRACTICAL

EMOTIONAL

INTELLECTUAL

“Art has the role in
education of helping
children become like

themselves instead of
more like everyone

else.”   
~ Sydney Gurewitz

Clemens

Understanding  the  world  

Understanding  the  world  involves  guiding  chi ldren  to  make  sense  of  their  physical  world  and  their  community .  The

frequency  and  range  of  chi ldren ’s  personal  experiences  increases  their  knowledge  and  sense  of  the  world  around

them  –  f rom  vis i t ing  parks ,  l ibrar ies  and  museums  to  meeting  important  members  of  society  such  as  pol ice  off icers ,

nurses  and  f i ref ighters .  In  addit ion ,  l i stening  to  a  broad  select ion  of  stor ies ,  non - f ict ion ,  rhymes  and  poems  wil l

foster  their  understanding  of  our  cultural ly ,  social ly ,  technological ly  and  ecological ly  diverse  world .  As  well  as

bui lding  important  knowledge ,  this  extends  their  famil iar i ty  with  words  that  support  understanding  across  domains .

Enriching  and  widening  chi ldren ’s  vocabulary  wil l  support  later  reading  comprehension .

Children wil l  be learning to. . . What the learning wil l  look l ike. . .

Explore  the  natural  world  around

them .

Describe  what  they  see ,  hear  and

feel  whilst  outside .

Understand  the  effect  of  changing

seasons  on  the  natural  world

around  them .

Children  wil l  have  f requent  opportunit ies  for  outdoor  play  and

explorat ion .  

Adults  encourage  interact ions  with  the  outdoors  to  foster  curiosity  and

give  chi ldren  f reedom  to  touch ,  smell  and  hear  the  natural  world

around  them  during  hands -on  experiences .

Practit ioners  wil l  create  opportunit ies  to  discuss  how  we  care  for  the

natural  world  around  us .  

Adults  wil l  offer  opportunit ies  to  s ing  songs  and  jo in  in  with  rhymes

and  poems  about  the  natural  world .  

Opportunit ies ,  after  close  observat ion ,  to  draw  pictures  of  the  natural

world ,  including  animals  and  plants .  

Children  observing  and  interact ing  with  natural  processes ,  such  as  ice

melt ing ,  a  sound  causing  a  vibrat ion ,  l ight  travel l ing  through

transparent  material ,  an  object  cast ing  a  shadow ,  a  magnet  attract ing

an  object  and  a  boat  f loat ing  on  water .

Adults  encouraging  focused  observat ion  of  the  natural  world .  Adults

l istening  to  chi ldren  descr ibing  and  commenting  on  things  they  have

seen  whilst  outside ,  including  plants  and  animals .  

Adults  encouraging  posit ive  interact ion  with  the  outside  world ,

offer ing  chi ldren  a  chance  to  take  supported  r isks ,  appropriate  to

themselves  and  the  environment  within  which  they  are  in .  Adults

naming  and  descr ibing  some  plants  and  animals  that  chi ldren  are

l ikely  to  see ,  encouraging  chi ldren  to  recognise  famil iar  plants  and

animals  whilst  outside .

Adults  guiding  chi ldren ’s  understanding  by  draw  chi ldren ’s  attention

to  the  weather  and  seasonal  features .  

Adults  providing  opportunit ies  for  chi ldren  to  note  and  record  the

weather .  Select  texts  to  share  about  the  changing  seasons .  Take

chi ldren  outside  to  observe  the  natural  world  and  encourage  chi ldren

to  observe  how  animals  behave  dif ferently  as  the  seasons  change .  

Adults  are  looking  for  chi ldren  incorporat ing  their  understanding  of

the  seasons  and  weather  in  their  play .
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